Under 18 Girls/Boys Tournament
The Wairarapa under 18 boys and girls are at their respective tournaments this week, the girls are chancing their arm in Palmerston North and the boys are playing in Levin.

Both teams have high hopes going into the tournament, the goal for the boys is to win their tournament and get back into the top tier of under 18 boys hockey, the girls will be hoping to make the top 8 in the national tournament again after placing a very credible 6th last year. 
On the first day of their tournament the Wairarapa under 18 girls secured an excellent win, beating Malborough 6-0. Goal scorers were Lily Parker 1, Tara Hall 2 and Shakira Baker scored a hat trick. Coach Nigel Goodin was very pleased with the result and said that Megan Parker and import Tess Meha had very strong games. 

In their second game of the tournament, Wairarapa beat Southland 2-1 meaning that they are now almost certainly assured of a place in the top 8 and will have a quarterfinal match on Thursday. Tara Hall and Tess Meha scored the goals for Wairarapa in what was a scrappy game. Stand out players were Olivia Wratt and Tess Meha. 
Well done team!

The boys came up against Canterbury ‘b’ in their first match and after their strong pre tournament form they would have been hoping for a better result than the 1 all draw that they got.  Coach Lance Hair said that they ‘won the game but drew on the scoreboard’, missed opportunities and a high turnover rate in critical areas meant that Canterbury were allowed into the game. Tobin Yeo who is playing as a striker for the team scored the goal and stand out players were co captains Thomas Annear and the ever reliable Dane Lett. 

The boys got their campaign on track today against North Harbour ‘b’ winning 4-2. New Zealand age group representatives Tobin Yeo and Shane Hodgkiss scored 3 out of Wairarapa’s 4 goals and Co-captain Dane lett scored the other one. Outstanding performers were defender Isaac Berry and the hard working Thomas Annear.

The boys have a very important game against Auckland ‘b’ tomorrow, the girls play Auckland too in which will double as a top of the group clash, the winner will have an easier road to the semi finals.
We wish both these teams the best of luck and it would be great if anyone can support the teams throughout the week, for times of games you can visit the New Zealand Hockey website and go onto the national tournaments then draws and results pages.

 Wairarapa under 18’s progress continued

The Wairarapa under 18 boys won the 2008 National Championship Tournament! Most Valuable Player, Thomas Annear scored the winning goal in the last second of extra time to grab the spoils in what was a very exciting game of hockey. The game was played in poor conditions but the Wairarapa team coped better than their Auckland counterparts and stuck to their well-constructed game plan.

The result was a big turnaround from earlier in the week when Auckland beat the boy’s 5-1. 

Tobin Yeo was the top goal scorer for Wairarapa, Dane Lett and Issac Berry both received man of the match awards for various days, and Shane Hodgkiss’s skills were always evident. Thomas Annear had a huge work rate throughout the tournament and received the Most Valuable Player for the Wairarapa team.

The Wairarapa under 18 girls finished a credible 8th in the Premier National Tournament. Tough games against Auckland and Canterbury meant that Wairarapa just missed out on the semi finals of the tournament. 

Both teams did the region proud and the Wairarapa Hockey Association would like to congratulate both teams on their performances.

The Wairarapa under 16 boys and girls both had losses on the first day of their tournaments, the boys went down to Counties Manakau and the girls lost to Waikato. Both teams will be hoping for better results in the next few games, good luck people and girls. 

